The Fogarty name comes from Thurles…..

The Irish surname Fogarty is an anglicised form of the Irish Gaelic O'Fogartha. The prefix 'O' signifies "descendant or son of", and 'fogartha' is claimed to have been derived from the Gaelic word for "exiled or outlawed", although we have learned that this is not the true translation. It is strange that the Fogartys would have an Irish name indicating that they were outlaws, as they are referred to in the Annals of Ulster of 1072, as the "Kings of Ely" (before the Anglo-Irish Invasion). We have also heard 'Fogharthacht' to be translated more correctly as "noisy".

The Fogartys gave their name to the Barony of Eliogarty, in Co. Tipperary, via the English phonetic spelling of "Eile ui Fhogartaigh", and the chief of the Sept lived here in Eliogarty Castle. This barony lies between the Slieveardagh Mountains to the South-East, the Slieve Bloom Mountains to the North, and the Silvermine and Slieve Felim Mountains to the West.

The Fogartys also proliferated around Thurles. In any given census or survey of the land, there has always been a huge amount of Fogartys to be found in and around Thurles. In the 1790s, however, the population count took a tumble when Irish landlords began – not for the last time – to evict many of their tenants. The Fogartys of Thurles were particularly affected with some fifty Fogarty families being evicted at this time. One of those families included a Daniel Fogarty and his younger sister, Bridget.

Daniel (born c.1773) and Bridget (born c.1778) together with unnamed parents and senior family members set off from Thurles and travelled the long journey North to the small parish of Knigh, just a few miles up from Nenagh. The Fogartys set up their home by the roadside in a house whose chimney still stands, wreathed in ivy, today.

Whilst here, presumably at least one of the senior Fogarty members passed away, for the Fogartys soon either purchased or were given possession of their own plot in the local churchyard. The plot is against the outside back wall of the remains of the ancient church. It is an important spot, suggestive of a family who were held in high regard or who had attained some standing in their small community. It is thanks to the shelter that the ruined building provides that the seven Fogarty tombstones here (from which we have been able to glean much information) have survived in such good condition.

Around 1810, Daniel Fogarty married a woman named Hanna. She was in her early twenties whilst Daniel was already in his late thirties. Soon after the marriage, Hanna gave birth to a child named Patrick. Around 1814, a brother, Matthew was born, and around 1824, a girl, Eliza, joined the family.
 

Perhaps finding the house at Knigh too small, the Fogartys moved on to a larger farm property in the nearby village of Kilcolman, not too far away from Knigh. 

The house at Kilcolman was – and still is – a two storey building consisting of three downstairs rooms and three upstairs ones, as well as having two outhouses being situated on the land. It was a very good building for its day, and the Fogartys would have been considered fairly well-off in those times.

Tragedy struck however, when on 20th July 1827
, Daniel’s sister Bridget passed away. She was 49. Whether she had followed the family to Kilcolman or had remained in the old house at Knigh is not known. What is known is that she was buried at the left hand side of the outside back wall of old Knigh church. If a headstone was given to her at the time, it does not exist today.

Daniel and his family continued to live in Kilcolman, plying their trade as farmers. The family survived most of the usual diseases and plagues of the day, and the three children of whom we have some information all survived childhood. As they began to reach adulthood, however, their mother Hanna passed away on 22nd August 1839
. She was 51 years old.

Hanna was taken back to Knigh for burial, and was placed in the plot with her sister-in-law Bridget. A headstone was erected for them, containing a dedication to both women.

Life continued for the family at Kilcolman. The three siblings stayed with their father, working on the farm, until he too, died. The date was 26th February 1841
 and he was 68 years old. He, too, was taken back to Knigh to be buried, and was given one of the finest examples of 19th Century Irish headstone that is known to still exist. Even at the time it was considered to be of such high quality that the engraver inscribed his signature at the bottom of the stone. The main part of the stone reads, “Arise from Death and Come to Judgement.” The stone was erected in the name of Daniel’s sons Patrick and Matthew. Of Eliza there is, oddly, no mention.

Soon after their father’s death, the children began to go their own way.

1. Patrick Fogarty (son of Daniel and Hanna Fogarty)

After their father’s death, Patrick seems to disappear from the records. Irish records for this era are horribly scant, and a lot of the information must be gleaned from gravestones. There appears to be no extant gravestone to Patrick, and so we know nothing more about his life. 

2. Eliza Fogarty (daughter of Daniel and Hanna Fogarty)

Of his sister Eliza, however, we know much more. On the 12th April 1856, she married William Gleeson of Monsea. Michael Grace was the best man, and Catherine Fogarty
 was bridesmaid. William was forty years old at the time of the marriage and Eliza was already thirty two, quite an advanced age for marriage at this time. Indeed, there is a family legend that Eliza had been married previously – supposedly to a man named Quinn or to a man named Meagher. The legend told us that she was supposed to have had five children and was left a widow by this husband. However, as intriguing as this potential branch of the tree is, it seems unlikely, as Eliza was married under the name of Fogarty rather than either of the above mentioned surnames, so we must draw the conclusion that, in this instance, family legend is flawed.

William and Eliza Gleeson went to live in Monsea, a small village about one a half miles up the road from Kilcolman. Three years after the marriage, a son named Martin was born to the couple. The birth was followed four years later by that of Elizabeth
. A third child, William
, followed three years after that, in early 1866
. 

Little is known of the lives of William and Eliza Gleeson, although it can be presumed that they were fairly well to do farmers given the fact that the Gleesons were traditionally quite a moneyed family in the area, as well as the fact that the couple’s three children all did quite well for themselves.

William Gleeson died on Christmas Day, 1879 and was buried in Monsea Cemetery. He was 63 years old. His widow Eliza lived for another six years, being interred into the same plot on the 13th April 1887. In the early 1900s, their daughter Elizabeth placed a headstone on this spot to commemorate her parents.

2.1 Martin Gleeson (son of Elizabeth Fogarty and William Gleeson)

Martin Gleeson, the eldest son of William and Elizabeth farmed land in Ballyhogan. He did not marry until he was in his late 50s. His bride was named Norah Gleeson and she was in her late 30s.

Their first child, Elizabeth, was born in 1917. The next birth at the house was in 1921, but it was not one of Norah’s children, but Martin’s recently orphaned niece (his sister’s daughter), who had fallen out with her brother at their homestead, Sedgemoor and so she and her husband stayed at Martin’s during the birth of their child before she and her brother acquiesced and moved back in together.

The next edition to Martin’s family, Josephine, was born in 1922, Mary Theresa followed in 1923 and, finally, Martin – their long-awaited son on the 26th August 1924. Martin Snr. was some 66 years old by the time of his son’s birth.

Around 1930 or so, Elizabeth suffered a terrible accident – she was riding on the milk float when it hit a pot-hole and she was thrown from it, landing awkwardly and badly twisted her spine, leaving her terribly hunched over. It was an injury that would never sort itself. 

Just four years later, on 18th February 1934, Martin Gleeson passed away at the age of 75; before he had seen any of his children grow into adults.

Sadly, not all of his children did become adults. Mary Theresa Gleeson, otherwise known as “Lil” was just 19 when she died on 18th December 1942. 

In December 1947, Norah and her children Elizabeth and Martin (and possibly Josephine) all attended the wedding of their cousin, Elizabeth Nevin, who had been born in their house in 1921. The families had remained closely in touch, especially after the children from Sedgemoor had been orphaned at an early age.

Martin himself got married not many years after his cousin’s wedding. His bride was called Bridie Hayes and she was eight years his junior. The two had five children; Martin, Mary, William, Patrick and John, although Mary died young.

Norah Gleeson reached a ripe old age before she, too, passed away, leaving her three children.

Josephine, who had never married, died quite young, aged 60, on 20th January 1982. Elizabeth, who had also never married, was aged 72 when she passed away on 20th September 1989.

By the turn of the next century, Martin Gleeson was an unwell man and his wife was suffering with Parkinson’s disease. It was still a shock when Martin passed away, aged 78, in January 2003. Bridie followed a few months later.

The four sons that they left behind had all married, and all had families; Martin had married Katrina Ryan and they had three girls and a boy, Stephen. William Gleeson had married Frances, and they had a daughter, Paula. Patrick married Kindy, and they too had a daughter. Finally, John had married Fahey and they were blessed with Mark. 

2.2 Elizabeth Gleeson (daughter of Elizabeth Fogarty and William Gleeson)

Elizabeth Gleeson was 34 when she married, and before this we know nothing about her. We are told that she was a very strict woman, but we also know that she cared deeply for her family, as evidenced by the gravestones she set up on her parents’ grave, long after they had died.

It was 1897 when Elizabeth was married, and she chose the 44 year old Michael Stapleton as her husband.

Michael was the eldest son of Patrick and Ellen Stapleton, farmers from Loughorna. Ellen was of the well connected Meagher family but had died young. Patrick had purchased the land on which he farmed under the 1870 landlord’s act. This gave his family a ‘step-up’ socially now that they were landowners. Patrick was also the secretary of a local landowners association.

Patrick and Ellen had had nine children (she died giving birth to the last) and they had mostly done well for themselves, being trained at seminary, becoming hurlers, Customs and Excise men, etc. Michael had stayed at home and had inherited the house and land that formed Sedgemoor when his father had died in 1885.

Michael was a good, gentle man, who was prone to acts of kindness, such as when he gave away one of his horses to a neighbour who was struggling financially.

Michael also decided that, as his mother had died on her 9th child, his own family would be small as he did not want to endanger the health of his wife, who he clearly loved. Their first child, Elizabeth, was born on 11th April 1900, and their son, Patrick, was born in 1901.

The family remained close with their relatives; indeed, Elizabeth Gleeson’s brother William can be found in their house in 1901 when that year’s census was taken.

Around 1909, the family journeyed to a local photographer’s studio to have their picture taken. For some reason, their daughter was not present. 

From around this time, they also employed a servant by the name of Michael Buckley, who had been born around 1843. He had travelled the world as a younger man and seemed content to live out his days with the Stapletons. His status was rather more than ‘servant’ however, and he was listed as ‘lodger’ on the 1911 census.

1913 dealt the family a terrible blow when Michael died of heart failure on the 12th November. He was just 60. Michael’s death was registered by the loyal Michael Buckley, who, after burying Michael at Kilkeary, began to take over more of the running of the farm, although he himself was entering his old age at this point.

Elizabeth was clearly devastated by the loss of her husband and, when he was interred with his father, she ordered an impressive headstone for the two of them. Around this time, she also set up a stone on her own parents’ burial ground.

After her father’s death, Elizabeth’s relationship with the mother who she felt was ‘strict’ did not improve and she fled the house and the country around 1915. She headed for Bristol, on the West Coast of England, in an attempt to seek out her uncle and aunt, Patrick and Elizabeth E. Stapleton, who had settled there around 1880. Although Elizabeth had remained in contact with her uncle Patrick through letters, she didn’t head directly for his house. Instead, she took up work as a servant somewhere in Bristol. Eventually Patrick heard of her predicament and came to her rescue, taking her into his house for a time.

A few months before Elizabeth’s birthday, her mother got back in touch with her and asked her to return home. The two were reconciled and her mother bought her a piano for her 16th birthday.

Towards the end of 1916, however, the elder Elizabeth was quite badly injured when she was kicked in the stomach by a horse. The injury didn’t heal and eventually a cancer developed, which took Elizabeth’s life in the June of the next year. She was interred with her husband and Elizabeth and Patrick were left as orphans.

Although their uncles tried to interfere in the running of the farm, Michael Buckley managed to keep things going, until his own death in 1919. After this time, things began to fall apart. Left to their own devices, and with their Gleeson uncles continually meddling, Elizabeth and Patrick fell out. In 1920, Elizabeth married Michael Nevin, a farm labourer, and the two moved out to Martin Gleeson’s house at Ballyscanlon to await the birth of their first child, Elizabeth, in 1921. Eventually, brother and sister were reconciled to the extent that they were able to both live in the same house (although on separate floors). In 1925, after Patrick had married Sarah Moore, the house maid, Sedgemoor was sold and Patrick and Elizabeth went their separate ways.

Patrick and Sarah moved to Kilfada, and eventually to Portumna, where they ended up looking after (and living at) The Castle. They had four children, Elizabeth (1925 – 12/08/1992), Michael (1926 – 29/10/1988), Patrick (1938 – 29/07/1976) and Noel (1938 – 29/07/1976). Sarah died on New Year’s Eve, 1969 and Patrick passed away on 9th June 1974.

Elizabeth and Michael lived around Carrigahorrig for a few years, adding to their family, which eventually consisted of Elizabeth Mary (b. 18/01/1921), Bridget Mary (02/10/1925 – 23/10/2002), Francis Joseph (11/06/1928 – 27/05/1961) and Norah Mary (b. 25/10/1930). Francis immigrated to London, England in the late 1950s, eventually sending on for his father and mother, who joined him, as did Bridget and, eventually, Elizabeth and her husband Michael O’Donoghue and their three children. By the late 1960s the entire English-based family had moved north to a suburb of Liverpool. Michael Nevin passed away on 4th September 1973, and Elizabeth followed him on 29th June 1980. She is buried with her parents at Kilkeary.

2.3 William Gleeson (son of Elizabeth Fogarty and William Gleeson)

William Gleeson remained close to Monsea and, around 1913, he married Julia Spillane. He was 47 and she was just 24. Their first child, William, was born in 1914. Twins, Margaret and Elizabeth, followed in 1916, with John (1918) and Martin (1919) completing the family.

William went on to marry a much younger woman named Mamie. He worked as a farmer all of his life, and was very successful at it. They had two children, Julie Ann and John before William passed away on 14th August 2000, aged 86.

Margaret Gleeson married Tom Kennedy. He died in 1976 and she died on 18th December 1989. Her twin, Elizabeth, had a child, James, with her husband James Minogue (1908 – 1992). Elizabeth passed away on 29th March 1971.

John Gleeson fathered nine children (Julia, Tom, William, John/Sean, Mary, Breda, Cath, Elizabeth and Patricia) with his wife, Bridgie Castell. John died on 1st July 1999 and Bridgie died last year aged 88.

Martin Gleeson, although young, was the first to die. He was just 67 when he passed away on 3rd May 1986. His widow, Norah Buckley, with whom he’d had a very turbulent marriage, passed away around 1997.

3. Matthew Fogarty (daughter of Daniel and Hanna Fogarty)

Matthew Fogarty spent his life in the Knigh area, making his living as a farmer. In the 1845 General Valuation of Ireland, Matthew is listed as the landowner at Kilcolman. Within the next few years, he had married a Cowm woman named Kennedy from a horse-breeding family, who was four years his junior. They were blessed with several children; Matthew, Daniel (1849), Patrick (1850), John (1856), Michael (1858), Ellen and two other females.

Of the lives of Matthew and Miss Kennedy, we know little. Matthew buried his wife in 1884. She had died on the 27th March, aged 66. By the time of the Bassett’s Directory of 1889, Matthew was in his late 70s, but is still listed as being in charge of the farm. He lived another six years after this early ‘census’, dying aged 80 on 3rd February 1894. Both Matthew and his wife are buried at Knigh.

And as for the children…

3.1 Matthew Fogarty (son of Matthew Fogarty and Miss Kennedy)

We are told that Matthew was the eldest child, which seems to be borne out by the fact that he is named after his father. The earliest born sibling for whom we have a birth date is Daniel (1849), so we can say with some conviction that Matthew was born around 1847/8. As the eldest child, Matthew was given the opportunity to go to school to ‘better himself’, instead of staying on at the family farm. He went to school for a few days, but told his father that he didn’t enjoy it. Family legend now tells us that the younger brother Michael overheard this conversation and informed his father that if Matthew did not want to go to school, then he would. And so it was Michael who had the chance to ‘better himself’, eventually becoming a Professor and an Archbishop.

As lovely as this story is, it sadly does not stand up to any real historical scrutiny. If Matthew was the eldest child, then he would have been at least 10 years older than his brother Michael, so even if Matthew had headed off to school at the age of ten, then his baby brother would barely even have been born and, prodigious though Michael Fogarty’s talents undoubtedly were, it is unlikely that a newborn baby would have been dragging himself off to the local school!

Forgoing school, Matthew set himself up as a farmer in the local area. He married, probably around the early 1880s, and had at least two sons, Michael and John.

Michael eventually ended up living in Toorfune, Kilcolman with his wife, Bridget. They had several children, the most eminent of whom was Patrick, who became the Parish Priest at Cosford, New South Wales, Australia and who died on 31st January 1934. Another child followed Patrick into the religious life. She was named Mary Bridget (later Sister Mary Bridget O.S.F.) and she passed away 5th April 1966. Three more children of Michael and Bridget were Dan (d. 6th October 1957), Matt (d. 13th November 1976), and Margaret (d. 15th February 1976).

Michael himself died on 19th December 1933, with his wife following him on 13th February 1940.

Although Michael had been a lay man, his brother John entered the priesthood in 1914, and was appointed as curate of Puckaun in September 1917. His activities in the Republican Court brought him to the notice of the British authorities, but he was never actually arrested. However, his house at Puckaun was raided by Black and Tans shortly before Christmas of 1920 and documents were taken away.

Father Fogarty, like virtually all the clergy of Killaloe diocese, supported the Treaty of December 1921 and strongly condemned those who opposed it. Speaking at Mass at Carrig in July 1922, he advised the farmers of the parish to get together and remove the felled trees which blocked the public roads and prevented people going about their daily business. “It is deplorable and regrettable,” he said, “to see the condition the country has been brought to be Irishmen, who should be engaged in building it up.” Father Fogarty moved from Monsea-Killodiernan to Newmarket-on-Fergus in June 1925 and was promoted parish priest of Castleconnell in 1940. He retired in 1971 and died on 27 May 1976, aged 89 years.

3.2 Daniel Fogarty (son of Matthew Fogarty and Miss Kennedy)

Daniel Fogarty, the next eldest child of Matthew Fogarty and Miss Kennedy was born in 1849. He seems to have received a decent education, and at the age of 17 he gained a place at Darby Tuohy Classical School, (later Diocesan College) in Ennis. Six years later, in 1872, Daniel was ordained as a priest.

On 31st January 1878, Daniel and two companions, namely Bishop Ryan and Reverend John Egan purchased 15 acres, 0 roods and 12 perches of land south of Greenpark House in their roles as trustees for the erection of a new diocesan college.

Work on excavating the foundation started in December 1878. During 1879 masons were busy erecting the limestone walls, the rock being quarried locally. About 1880 the contractor was unable to pay his creditors and thus was not in a position to complete the contract. It was decided that Daniel would take charge. He hired tradesmen and "Mr. Kenna, who had failed, was taken back as clerk of works".

In 1888, Daniel had risen through the church’s ranks and became appointed as the Parish Priest of Toomevara.

He was not an old man when he died, and his death was sudden. It came as he was in the middle of writing a letter. It was 8th January 1903 and Daniel was just 54 years old.

He left behind him a relic, which goes by the name of The Fogarty Chalice, which is a tall and ornate silver vessel, inset with semi-precious stones. It carries a Latin inscription on the base that translates "Pray for the soul of Fr Dan Fogarty PP, Toomevara, died 8 January, 1903, aged 54", and was willed to the Sister of Mercy, Ennis by Fr Fogarty. The chalice is very much in keeping with guidelines of the Catholic Church, which states for example, that pictures or emblems should be about an inch below the lip of the chalice. On the Fogarty chalice the top inch of the cup is undecorated, but below that there are floral-type motifs in relief. The stem is highly decorated, with the knob in the centre inset with domed semi-precious stones, probably garnets.

3.3 Patrick Fogarty (son of Matthew Fogarty and Miss Kennedy)

Patrick was born in Kilcoleman in 1850 and married Bridget Flannery from Monsea, one year his senior, in 1880. The same year saw him buy a 100 acre farm. He eventually settled in Drominagh Lodge.

The couple’s first son was born in 1885 and was named Matthew.
 Matthew was ordained as a priest in 1916 and the following August he set off for New Zealand as a missionary. He served, firstly, in Darfield and then succeeded Father J.S. Herbert as the Parish Priest in the town of Geraldine in February 1934.

As soon as Matthew was appointed to the parish, we are told that he made strenuous efforts to bring the church’s building scheme to fruition, including the securing of donations from the Archbishop of Melbourne and his uncle Michael Fogarty. With the enthusiastic support of the congregation, Matthew’s efforts were so successful that, by the 8 December, 1935, the Foundation Stone of the new building had been laid by the Bishop. 

The new church was completed the next year. The Reverend Matt Fogarty was 73 when he passed away on 6th December 1958.

Patrick and Bridget Fogarty’s next child was born in 1887 and was named Denis. Denis lived his life as a farmer, marrying Anne O’Meara (b. 1896) of Kevanstown whose brother, Brother Paul, was the head gardener at the Cistercian monastery near Roscrea.

Denis and Anne’s son, Matt, was born in 1936 and married Mary. He owns a tree nursery and lives at Drominagh Lodge.

Denis Fogarty passed away on 22nd February 1971 aged 84. Anne O’Meara lived ‘til the age of 91, dying on 18th December 1987.

1888 saw Denis’ brother Daniel born. Daniel married into the Tierney family of Ashgrove and the two lived together at Shanonview and had a daughter, Eileen, who married Jim Minehan, with whom she had eight or nine children. Eileen died young, aged only about 60.

A fourth son was born to Patrick and Bridget Fogarty in 1890, and he was named Michael. Michael was a rent collector in his youth, living until the age of 67, passing away on 10th August 1957.

The final child of Patrick and Bridget was named David, and he was born in 1891. He married in the early 1930s, but his wife passed away just two days after the birth of their son, Patrick, in 1932. David himself passed away in 1968, aged 77 and Patrick lives on in Ballinderry, having worked most of his life as a schoolteacher and headmaster.

As for Patrick Fogarty and Bridget Flannery, Bridget died on 23rd January 1924, aged 75. Her widower died two years later on 8th September 1926. He was aged 76. Bridie O’Brien, a local Historian, remembers that “Once there was a particularly grand funeral. It was the bishop’s brother, Patrick Fogarty. The Fogarty family lived at Terryglass but the church there was undergoing repairs so the funeral was held in Kilbarron.”

3.3 John Fogarty (son of Matthew Fogarty and Miss Kennedy)

John Fogarty, son of Matthew Fogarty and Miss Kennedy and brother to the aforementioned Matthew, Daniel and Patrick, was born in 1856. He took as his wife a woman named Nora, from Whitehall, near Ballingarry.

They had a son, Matthew, before John died young on 17th June 1893, aged 37. Nora passed away on 11th August 1914.

Matthew was from Annagh, but lived in Whitehall. He married Janie D’Arcy, a teacher and they had six children. There was Jack (who immigrated to England), Nora M. (d. 5th April 1935), Kathleen (d. 10th July 1946), Gerard (from Annagh), Michael (from near Puckane), and Mary (who became a Nun and moved to Dublin).

Matthew himself died on 30th April 1958 after a life that could not really be described as “teetotal.”

3.4 Michael Fogarty (son of Matthew Fogarty and Miss Kennedy)

Michael was born at Kilcoleman, Nenagh, in 1859. He received his early education at the Christian Brothers’ Schools, Nenagh, and in the early 1870s entered the old Diocesan Seminary at Springfield, Ennis. From Springfield he went to St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth, in 1878, where his scholastic accomplishments gained for him distinction in many branches of learning, including first places in elocution, French, Ecclesiastical history, mathematics, natural philosophy, logic and metaphysics, moral and dogmatic theology and in Church History.

He was ordained on September 29th, 1885 and whilst still a student in Dunboyne Establishment acted as lecturer to Maynooth students. For six months he engaged in active parochial work as curate at Toomevara, Nenagh, but his talent as a teacher meant that he was appointed Professor at Carlow College, where he remained for the following four years. He then returned to Maynooth as a member of the professorial staff, first teaching dogmatic and later moral theology.

On 13th October 1903, he was chosen by the Irish Bishops as Vice President of Maynooth, but in September 4th 1904 he was forced to rescind this when he was consecrated Bishop. In Bishop Fogarty’s obituary in the Nenagh Guardian, we are told that “On September 4, 19094, there took place in the Cathedral at Ennis an event which caused great joy to the people of the Diocese of Killaloe. It was the consecration of a new Bishop, who was destined by God to rule the diocese with zeal, with wisdom, and with fatherly care for a period of 51 years. In saying that Most Rev. Dr. Fogarty was beloved of his people one does not exaggerate, for to know him meant to reverence and love him. He was the most approachable of men, and although he occupied an exalted position which might have made him an aloof figure, he never lost the friendly, genial spirit that characterises the people of his native county, Tipperary.

There was no truer lover of his country, and to him the cause of Ireland was next to that of God.”

After being consecrated, he was foremost in promoting the revival of the Gregorian Chant, and in establishing and maintaining a Diocesan Magazine.

Michael passed away on “Tuesday [26th October 1955] afternoon at 3 o’clock at his residence, Westbourne, Ennis, at the venerable age of 96 years, having completed fifty-one years as Bishop of the Diocese. He was the oldest Prelate in the world.”

3.5 Ellen Fogarty (daughter of Matthew Fogarty and Miss Kennedy)

Ellen lived her life firstly as a farmer’s daughter, and secondly as a farmer’s wife, when she married Michael O’Donoghue (sister of Catherine Grawn, mother of Margaret) of Lacken, Templederry, probably around the 1880s. They had ten children, some of whom are detailed below.

3.4.1 Daniel O’Donoghue was born at Lacken on 2nd July 1887. He was educated at Latteragh National School and Templederry School before heading for St. Flanna's College, Ennis in 1901 and later to the Irish College, Paris. He was ordained on 1st May 1912 by his uncle, Bishop Fogarty. His first post was as the curate of O’Callaghan’s Mills in County Clare, before moving to Dooneg, County Clare, then to Toomevara and Kilrush. In 1940 he became the Parish Priest of Kilbarron-Terryglass, retiring after 32 years service in 1972. During his time as Parish Priest he performed the marriage ceremony for a number of people, including my grandparents, and the parents of the Pogue’s singer, Shane McGowan. Daniel died on 19th April 1980, aged 92.

3.4.2 Matthew O’Donoghue also went into the priesthood, and headed off to Sydney, Australia to perform his work. He lived to the age of 100.

3.4.3 Patrick O’Donoghue also favoured the priesthood, becoming the Parish Priest of Ballacelly, County Clare. He died in the mid 1970s.

3.4.4 Madeline O’Donoghue was a Sister of Mercy, and the Matron of Nenagh County hospital until the late 1950s.

3.4.5 Teresa O’Donoghue also chose the religious life.

3.4.6 Camillus
 O’Donoghue became a Nun at Finylas, Dublin.

3.4.7 Michael O’Donoghue married a Miss Horrigan, and they had two children, Michael (who still lives in Kilcolman
) and William (who lives in Ennis
).

3.6 & 3.7 Two other daughters of Matthew Fogarty and Miss Kennedy)

We know little of the last two known children of Matthew Fogarty and Miss Kennedy. One went to the USA and married a Mr. Corlett. The other headed for Dublin and became ordained as the Reverend Mother Cubra.

The ‘other’ Fogartys of Knigh

Although we are as certain as we can possibly be that Daniel and Hanna Fogarty were the direct ancestors to all of the above, it is possible to make some further assumptions, based on the Fogarty graves at Knigh, which are all based around the same burial plot.

The earliest grave Fogarty at Knigh is that of John Fogarty, who died on the 6th of August 1798. No age at death is given, but we are informed that the grave was erected by his son, Timothy Fogarty. Being as Daniel Fogarty was born some 25 years before John’s death, and Bridget born some 20 years beforehand, would it be really be too much guesswork to assume that John is the father of not only Timothy, but of Daniel and Bridget, too?

Also at Knigh, we find that Cornelius Fogarty passes away on December 13th 1838. He was aged 42, placing his birth year as around 1796. This, however, places his position in the Fogarty family in some doubt. If, indeed, he was also the son of John Fogarty, then he was born just two years before his father died, and there would be quite an extravagant age gap between the two year old Cornelius and Timothy, who was old enough to go about erecting a gravestone in his father’s grave.

Of course, Cornelius could be a grandson of John Fogarty – Daniel would have been twenty three when he was born, and Bridget would have been eighteen, showing us that any sibling of theirs could feasibly have been Cornelius’ father. Either way, it seems likely that Cornelius was closely connected to ‘our’ Fogartys, although quite how, we may never know. The only other fact that we know of the man is that his son, John, erected the tombstone in his name.

There is a third ‘unknown’ Fogarty from Knigh. He went by the name of James and was born in 1814. He married Johanna, three years his junior and they had a child who they named Michael. Johanna died very young, aged just 34 on 6th November 1851. James didn’t join his wife until March 7th 1890. He was 76 years old and it was only on his death that the headstone was erected for both himself and his wife.

Stephan Bray - June 2005

� First appeared on the now defunct Fogarty Family History site created by Jeff and Bridget Fogarty. 


� Through making assumptions, it has been possible to guess at the father of these two children. See the end of the paper for more information on the ‘other’ Fogartys of Knigh.


� It is possible that there was another Fogarty sibling, who went by the name of James. As he is not definitely of this family, I have left the discussion of him until the end of this paper.


� Date from gravestone


� Date from gravestone


� Date from gravestone


� We can only make assumptions about who this person is as she does not appear on the family tree as currently researched. Perhaps she is a sister who has ‘slipped through the records’.


� who was presumably named after her mother


� named for his father


� baptismal information: MB 22/Feb/1866 Tipp, Nenagh 0647 C701283 5820


� This headstone survived until at least the 1970s, but has since been removed. It read, “Erected by Mrs. Stapleton of Sedgemore in loving memory of her father William Gleeson who depd this life Dec. 25th 1879 aged 63 years. Also her mother who depd this life April 13th 1887 aged 63 years. Also her brother Martin Gleeson died 16th Feb 1934 aged 75 yrs. His daughter Mary Teresa died 18th Dec 1940 aged 21 years. William Gleeson, Monsea died 14th Nov. 1945 aged 79 years. His wife Julia died 26th April 1956 aged 67 years.”


� In my notes by Matthew’s name I have the phrase “A. Hall. Roscrea”. It may be that he went to college here, but I am unsure.


� More likely to be her religious name than her Christian name.


� My notes here say “CC Cloughjordan” but I am not entirely sure to what this refers.


� 
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