
T

he requested research into your Baillie and Thompson ancestry has been completed with the following results.  This search was based on a previous report into another side of your ancestry and also upon a series of obituary notices and other information supplied to us by you.  This included the following:

· Your grandmother Sarah Fogarty, nee Baillie, was born at Turnarobert, County Antrim, on 13th May 1892

· Sarah’s parents were John Baillie and Jane Thompson 

· Sarah’s siblings included Hugh? Henry 1878, Maggie 1880, Martha 1880, Thomas 1882, Rosanna 1889, Isabella 1890, Hannah 1893, John 1894, Mary Ann 1895, James Thompson Baillie born in 1897 and Johnston Thompson Baillie in 1898.

· John Baillie was Station Master at Ballycastle Railway Station

· Jane Baillie died at Ballycastle in 1917 

· John Baillie died in 1936

· The family were originally from the Kells district in county Antrim

FINDINGS

We began this search with trawl of our own database and found only one marriage between a couple with the names John Baillie and Jane Thompson (including the variant spellings of these surnames), however, even though the residences given for the bride and groom is in the same area that it was believed your ancestors lived, it was the occupation of John Baillie in the following record that made us think that this was not the marriage of your great grandparents:

Married 7th July 1876 at Ballymena 1st Presbyterian Church

John Bailey, bachelor, weaver, of Carnaught, aged over 21, son of Thomas Bailey a farmer & Jane Thompson, spinster of Carnaught, aged over 21, daughter of Henry Thompson a farmer.

Witnessed by James Stephenson and Margaret Allen

We next accessed the records of the General Registrar’s Office in Belfast to see if we could find another marriage for a similar couple but found that even though there were 362 marriages registered for the name Jane Thompson/Thomson in Northern Ireland prior to 1922, only one had married anyone called Baillie/Bailey etc, and that was the above marriage we had already discovered.  


We knew from the information you sent us that John and his family had lived for several years at the Railway Station in the town of Ballycastle and we next sought at the Public Record Office in Belfast, the relevant return for the household in the 1901 Census of Ireland, photocopy enclosed.   This return gave us the names and approximate dates of birth for the family:
Ann Street, Ballycastle, household 69

John Baillie, age 47, Station Master, born Co Antrim

Jane Baillie, age 46, his wife

Maggie Jane, daughter, age 22, Stationery shopkeeper

Martha, daughter, 20 

Thomas, son, 18, carpenter

Mary Ann, daughter, 13, Scholars (sic)

Rose, daughter, 11
Bella, daughter, 10 

Sarah Elizzie, daughter, 3
Hannah Moore Baillie, daughter, 7
John, son, 6
James, son, 4
Johnstone, son, age 2

All persons were born in County Antrim and all were Presbyterian.

We did not find any record in the 1901 Census of a John and Jane Baillie in either the townlands of Carnaghts or Tannybrooke (Tawnybrack).


We then searched the birth indexes at both the General Registrar’s Office and the Mormon archive in Belfast in order to find corresponding births for the above children.  The indexes from 1876-85 inclusive uncovered only the following children born in county Antrim with similar dates; these children were the sons and daughters of John Baillie, weaver and Jane Thompson of Carnaught whose marriage is above.  It is also worth noting that these births were registered by both Jane and John making their mark ‘X’ and not with a signature (in the 1901 Census John the station master states that both he and his wife could read and write):
Born 9th April 1877 at Carnaght, Connor

Henry Bailey son of John Bailey, weaver, and Jane Thompson

Registered by John Bailey ‘X’

(SRD Ballymena, RD Galgorm, Volume 6. Page 136. Entry 25)

Born 22nd May 1878 at Carnaght, Connor

Margaret Jane Bailey daughter of John Bailey, labourer, and Jane Thompson

Registered by Jane Bailey ‘X’ the mother

(SRD Ballymena. RD Galgorm. Volume 1. Page 135. Entry 384)

Born 7th March 1880 at Tannybrooke*, Connor

Martha Baillie daughter of John Baillie, weaver, and Jane Thompson

Registered by John Baillie ‘X’, the father

(SRD Ballymena.  RD Galgorm. Volume 1. Page 143. Entry 155

*The official name for this place is Tawnybrack

Thomas Bailey born 1882. Q1. Volume 1.  Page 121 

We did not find in further searches, any other births recorded for this couple at Carnaghts or Tawnybrack or anywhere else in County Antrim, but from 1886 onwards we found the following births, which, we know for certain, pertain to your direct ancestry:
Born 3rd April 1889 at Kells, Connor

Rosanna Baillie daughter of John Baillie, Station master and Jane Thompson

Registered by Jane Baillie ‘X’ the mother

(SRD Ballymena. RD Galgorm)

Born 11th June 1890 at Armoy

Isabella Baillie daughter of John Baillie, Station master and Jane Thompson

Registered by Jane Baillie (signed properly)

((SRD Ballycastle. RD Ballycastle)

Born 16th June 1893 at the Station, Armoy

Hannah Baillie daughter of John Baillie, station master and Mary (sic) Thompson 

Registered by Sarah McLaughan ‘X’

(SRD Ballycastle, RD Ballycastle)

Born 20th Sept 1894 at Turnarobert

John Baillie son of John Baillie, stationmaster and Jane Thompson

Registered by John Baillie ‘X’ the father*

(SRD Ballycastle, RD Ballycastle)

Born 20th March 1897 at Ballycastle

James Thompson Baillie son of John Baillie, stationmaster and Jane Thompson

Registered by Martha Baillie, Ballycastle

(SRD Ballycastle, RD Ballycastle)

Born 2nd October 1898 at the Station, Ballycastle

Johnston Thompson Baillie son of John Baillie, stationmaster and Jane Thompson

Registered by Martha Baillie, Ballycastle

(SRD Ballycastle.  RD Ballycastle)

*This is the first and only time we have a record of John Baillie the stationmaster not being able to sign his name even though he states in the census record that he could.

It had not been clear to us up until this point, if John Baillie the weaver and Jane Thompson of Carnaughts was the same John Baillie, stationmaster and Jane of Ballycastle.  We had thought it unlikely that John would change career so dramatically from being a weaver to stationmaster but the above records indicate that this is most likely what has happened.   It is probably the case that John joined the railway service at a low level and worked his way up to stationmaster over a ten-year period.  Also, as the townlands of Connor, Kells, Carnaghts and Tawnybrack lie so very close together in the same parish of Connor, we feel it would be unusual for two couples of the exact same name to live so near each other and to have children at the same time and these children having exactly the same names in the same order must be too coincidental.  We therefore feel that the marriage record of 1876 and all the above births pertain to your ancestors John and Jane Baillie, the stationmaster and his wife.

You knew from obituary notices that Jane Baillie died in Ballycastle on 17th April 1917 and from this we found the official record of her death:
Died 17th April 1917 at Ballycastle

Jane Baillie age 62, wife of a stationmaster

Cause of death – Secondary cancer of glands in groin, 5 months certified

Registered by John Baillie, widower of the deceased, present at death

(Ballycastle Quarter 2. Book 13.  Entry 343)

The obituary notice also states that Jane’s siblings were ‘Henry, John, Johnston, James and Adam Thompson of Kaldrum’.  The location Kaldrum is probably a misspelling of Kildrum, a townland also in the parish of Connor.  Given this information we were confident that we would find something of interest in this area in the 1901 Census of Ireland, we were not disappointed:
Carnaughts Townland (household number 11)

Martha Thompson, Head, Presbyterian, age 34, farmer, single

Adam Thompson, sister, age 30, carpenter

Jonston Thompson, brother, age 26, farmer

Maggie J Thompson, niece, age 9 

James Thompson, nephew, age 7

The above siblings have been added to the Thompson family tree chart supplied with this report.


Knowing that Jane and her family were Presbyterians and she was the daughter of Henry Thompson we next decided to view the available church records held at the Public Record Office and found one entry that may be for Jane, especially when we discover the name of the mother and the subsequent names of two of Jane’s siblings:
Kells Presbyterian Church (Mic/1P/310)

Born 6th January 1855

Baptised August 25th 1857

Jenny daughter of Henry Thompson and Martha Johnston of Carnaught

Henry Thompson and Martha Johnston were married on 15th July 1851 at Connor Presbyterian Church.  Henry a ‘manufacturer’ was aged 36, the son of John Thompson a farmer and his wife Martha, aged 19, the daughter of John Johnston, also a farmer.  Both Henry and Martha were from the townland of Carnaughts and the witnesses at their wedding were Josias Kennedy and James Johnston.  These details have also been added to the family tree chart.

The obituary notice for John Baillie told us that he had died on 15th November 1936 and that he was survived by his brothers James Baillie of Carnatiguts, Ballymena and Thomas Baillie of Belfast (Carnatiguts is probably a misspelling of Carnaughts).  The obituary also states that John was survived by his ‘wife’ and children, which was unusual because we knew his wife Jane had died in 1917.  Thus we had to assume that John had remarried.  Given this information we found the following in the census, marriage and death records:
1901 Census of Ireland

Carnaughts Townland (household 9)

James Baillie, head, Presbyterian, age 48, farmer

Martha Baillie, wife, age 58

Robert Baillie, son age 25

Thomas J Baillie, son age 21

Maggie Baillie, daughter age 23

William J Baillie, son, age 18

Martha Ann Baillie, daughter, age 18

Samuel Baillie, son age 15

Married on 2nd Jan 1918 at Armoy Presbyterian Church 

John Baillie, full age, widower, stationmaster of Ballycastle, son of Tom Baillie, farmer &

Hessie Moore, full age, widow, from Ballycastle, daughter of Tom McMullan, labourer

Witnessed by Francis Quigg and Charlotte McMullan

(Confirmation of marriage has been obtained from the registrar’s office and is enclosed)

Death on 15th November 1936 at Connor

John Baillie aged 78, retired stationmaster, a married man

Cause of death chronic bronchitis and cardiac failure

Registered by Samuel Baillie, son, resident of Connor

(Connor Book 11.  Entry 50)

The mention of Samuel Baillie, son, in the death registration came as a surprise to us in these later stages of the search as he did not appear in any record yet obtained by either you or us.  It may be the case that Samuel was the result of the union between John and his second wife Hester McMullan/Moore or the registrar got confused and this is actually the son of Hester Moore and her first marriage.   Time did not allow us to pursue this matter further.


A check of the Wills Indexes at the Public Record Office from 1936 – 1940 inclusive showed that John Baillie did not leave a Will or an estate to be administered.

Your researcher whilst at the General Record Office also noted the following marriages, which are of relevance to your family.

Married on 24th March 1902 at Ballycastle Presbyterian Church

Margaret Jane Baillie and Archibald McLees (sic)

(Moyle district.  Book1.  Page 75) 

Married on 17th November 1915 at Ramoan Presbyterian Church

Mary Ann Baillie and Charles A McCollam

(Moyle district.  Book 3.  Page 10)

Your researcher has enclosed some copies of photographs from the W. A. Green collection held at the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum and published in the book ‘The Road to the Glens’ which give information on Ballycastle and some snippets on the history of the Ballycastle railway, specifically the mention that the railway was opened in 1880 (about the time John Baillie gained the status of stationmaster) and that ‘there were five small stations along the route – Capecastle, Armoy, Gracehill Halt, Stranocum and Dervock’.  We know from the book ‘The Ballycastle Railway’ that John’s transferred from one of these stations to Ballycastle in 1896:
  ‘In August 1892, the Ballycastle stationmaster was allowed to erect a stable and, in July 1894, he was granted £3 as part cost of a kitchen range’- which the house had, presumably, lacked until then.  The same stationmaster was in residence in December 1895 and was then suspended, only to be reinstated a month later.  A minute of the Board Meeting on 22 January 1896 then shed daylight on the stationmaster’s four-year-old stable and it appears that he was busily engaged in running some sort of hackney business as a sideline, for he had ‘to pay all expenses incurred during his suspension and to be allowed to keep one horse only, one month being given to him to dispose of the others’.  The restrictions proved too much; by April 1896 he has resigned, and reference is then made to the Armoy stationmaster, Baillie, who tried, unsuccessfully, to get partial repayment of the cost of a ‘cow-house’ which he had erected, or in lieu of the erection of one for his use at Ballycastle, where the Company had transferred him, complete with cow, to fill the vacancy.’

Miscellaneous Information

Marriage on 14th Feb 1900 at Broughshane 2nd Presbyterian Church

Henry Thompson, widower, farmer or Carnaughts, son of Henry Thompson, farmer & Rachel Cairns of Ballycraigy.

Witnessed by John Leetch and Jane Fleck   

(This marriage may be that of Jane’s brother Henry)

Marriage on 18th Feb 1869 at Kellswater Reformed Presbyterian Church

Mary Jane Baillie, age 17, spinster of Forthill, Connor, daughter of Thomas Baillie, farmer & Alexander Fisher, engine man of Tamabrack’.

Witnessed by Mary Baillie and George Barrett 

 (This marriage may be that of John’s sister)

Marriage on 7th July 1876 at Kellswater Reformed Presbyterian Church

Thomas Baillie, servant, of Kells, son of Thomas Baillie, retired farmer & Agnes McAuley of Carnaught.

Witnessed by William McWhirter and Mary Jane Kennedy  

(This is probably the marriage of John’s brother)

The database of Wills held at the Ulster Historical Foundation found a reference for Thomas Baillie of county Antrim and dated 31st December 1886 but after consultation this was found not to be relevant to your family. 


The Griffiths Valuation of Ireland for the Parish of Connor which dates from circa 1862 showed only two references to Baillie households (and variant spellings) these cannot be shown to be relevant to your family at this time.  No Baileys were located at Carnaughts or its surroundings:
Alexander Bailey of Artnagullian townland

Alexander Bayley of Fernisky townland

The Tithe Applotment Records for the Parish of Connor, which date from 1835, does not show any Baillie (and variant spelling) households.

CONCLUSION

We were pleased with the results of this search as we have found for you the two marriages which your ancestor John Baillie undertook.  We have also found details about his family in the civil, church and census records that were available to us.  We hope you are satisfied with these results and should you wish us to pursue any matter further, we should be glad to do so.

SOURCES

Reformed Presbyterian Church, Kellswater (CR/5/9)

Minutes only – 1789-1802, 1806-1809

Connor Presbyterian Church Mic/1P/162/A/2

Baptisms 1819-1963

Marriages 1845-1900

Baptisms checked for the births of children of John Baillie and Jane Thompson from 1877-1887 inclusive – No Baillies found

Kells Presbyterian Church – Mic/1P/310)

Baptisms 1873-1897

Marriages 1889-1921

Baptisms checked from 1873-1883 inclusive did not show any records of the children of John and Jane Baillie.

Baptisms checked for the births of John Baillie and Jane Thompson from 1854-1857 inclusive:
James born 26th Jan 1854 

Baptised 3rd Sept 1854

Son of Henry Millar and Mary Jane Thompson of Carnaught

Ann born 9th Feb 1855

Baptised March 28th 1855

Daughter of Thomas McWhirter and Elizabeth Thompson of Carnaught

Elizabeth born 9th Feb 1855

Baptised March 28th 1855

Daughter of Samuel McIlveen and Martha Bailie of Ballynultay?

Agnes born 12th March 1856

Baptised 14th Sept 1856

Daughter of Henry Mullan and Mary Jane Thompson of Kildrum

John born 21st Aug 1856

Baptised 3rd Nov 1856

Son of Thomas Thompson and Nancy Andrew of G___gad?

Daniel born 21st Dec 1856

Baptised 20th May 1857

Son of Thomas McWhirter and Elizabeth Thompson of Carnaught

Jenny born Jan 6th 1855

Baptised 25th Aug 1857

Daughter of Henry Thompson and Martha Johnston of Carnaught

Armoy Presbyterian Church – Mic/1P/290B/1)

1901 Census of Ireland

Ballycastle Town, Ann St – Mic/354/1/12

Household 69 – John Baillie and family (extract enclosed)

Kells Town – Mic/354/1/29

No Baillie or Thompson families

Kells Townland 

Household 22 – David Thomson and family (extract enclosed)

Carnaughts Townland

Household 9 – James Baillie and family (extract enclosed)
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